Tockholes Trail, 19th October 2024, Trail layer: Mark Taylor

The weather was kind for our outing from the Royal at Rydal Fold. Fast Taylor planned a very runnable 8 mile route that found some new land! 
We left the pub down the track beside the pub and through the farm, before turning right and heading down to the north side of Earnsdale Reservoir. Familiar paths until we went straight on through Sunnyhurst Wood. The paths were lit by dappled sunshine, and the trees a mosaic of colours backlit by the sun.
Eventually we turned right and headed up the side of Sunnyhurst, and on to Belgrave. Eventually we came to the crunch. A private road up to Sniddlehill Farm. Only could be classed a runnable if we were all 40 years younger. 
A sharp tug up a concrete incline. From here we headed on up over familiar paths to the Jubilee Tower.
Now it was all moorland. From the tower the paths were good, and only slowly deteriorated as we headed to Duckshaw Brook.
A quick right and left and we headed out across Darwen Moor, which reflected the amount of rain which we had seen recently. 
We bypassed White Hill and crossed gently inclined land, albeit with boggy patches. 
Eventually we gained the relative safety of the Witton Weavers Way, which was mainly damp with a few stretches of wet. The descent from the moor was a stream and feet only stopped getting wet as we approached the main path parallel to the road. 
We took the path to the left of the road, slightly up and round below Cartridge Hill before crossing the road and into the Plantation around Hollinshead Hall.
Over Slipper Lowe on leaf strewn paths headed back to the pub, but as we reached the path junction at the ford we took an unusual right and headed up through the woods, before taking a path parallel to the road and coming out opposite the car park.
About 12 off us sat down for the meal, a delightful Hotpot followed by Apple Crumble and Custard. 
Beer was partaken of.

